
Riu, Riu, Chiu 
(Spanish Carol) 

This delightful 16th century Spanish carol may be performed in a variety of ways: 

• It may be sung a cappella as in the original, or with piano accompaniment. 

• Since it was customary in the 16th century to double vocal parts with instruments 
such as strings and/or woodwinds, this performance option would be appropriate 
here . 

• Verses and choruses may be alternately sung or played by a variety of soloists, small 
groups, full chorus and instruments mentioned above. 

• One may optionally include additional percussion accompaniment with hand drum, 
tambourine and finger cymbals. These parts ad lib. may be quite sophisticated, or 
conversely, be kept very simple, such as an ostinato pattern at each verse. The fol-
lowing is one example: 

Hand drum or tambourine 

iJ PIJ PIJ IJ :11 
Finger cymbals 

t J. t I J. t It J :11 

• This carol may be performed in English, 16th century Spanish or a combination 
thereof such as alternating languages between verses and choruses. The English 
text provided is fully secular and is not a translation of the original, underlying 
Spanish text. Below is a translation of the Spanish. 

Chorus 
Riu, riu, chiu, He guards her well, 
God protected our Lamb from the wolf. 

Vs. l 
Many prophecies have foretold of Him 
And even in our times we behold Him.' 
God in human form we see on the Earth 
A d ' n man returns to Heaven because God 
loves him. 

T ransla 1io11 by Kathy Black 

Vs.2 
Hark! prepare yourselves to listen with passion, 
God could not have made Her a more 
perfect Mother. 
He who was Her Father is born of Her today, 
And He who nurtured Her is now Her son. 

Vs. 3 
He who is born is King on High, 
Christ the Father in human form; . Ch"id• 

· a httle 1 • Has redeemed us by beconung 
Although He is the Infinite, He made 
Himself mortal. 
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